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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 03586 020905Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 ACDA-07 /077 W 

020908Z 091109/21 

P 020758Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIOIRITY 3601 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3586 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM PINT KS 

SUB J : UNIVERSITY SPY RING CASE 

REF: SEOUL 3364 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . DR. KIMIO KAWAKUBO OF OSAKA AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLED 
ON EMBOFF MAY 2. HE EXPLAINED THAT JAPAN AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
WAS INTERESTED IN STUDENTS WHO HAD BEEN CONVICTED BY ROKG 
FOR ESPIONAGE. HE GAVE EMBOFF ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAMPHLET 
ENTITLED "PARK’S PAWNS - OVERSEAS KOREANS IN KCIA COURTS". 

HE SAID PAMPHLET AND NEWS OF HIS ORGANIZATION'S INTEREST IN STUDENTS 
HAD BEEN SENT TO FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE U.S. TO 
ENLIST SUPPORT ON SUTDENTS’ BEHALF. HE SAID PAMPHLET CALLED 
INTO QUESTION VALIDITY OF ALL STUDENT SPY CASES, BUT THAT, 

IN FACT, HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES DID NOT KNOW WHETHER SOME 
OR ALL CASES WERE BONA FIDE OR NOT. HE INSISTED, HOWEVER, 

THAT DEATH PENALTIES WERE UNREASONABLE SENTENCES, FOR, EVEN 
IF STUDENTS WERE SPIES, THEY HAD BEEN ARRESTED BEFORE 
THEY HAD DONE ANY GREAT DAMAGE TO ROKG. IN ADDITION, 

HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES THOUGHT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT WAS 
INHUMANE FOR ANY OFFENSE. 

2. DR. KAWAKUBO WENT OVER LIST OF DEATH PENALTIES WITH EMBOFF. 
WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT KWON CHONG-HON, HE WROTE NAME IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 03586 020905Z 

CHINESE CHARACTERS, AND EMBASSY KOREAN LOCAL EMPLOYEE 
PRONOUNCED NAME AS KANG CHONG-HUN. 

3. HIS LIST INCLUDED YI CHOL. WE KNOW YI CHOL IS FACING 
DEATH PENALTY FOR SPYING BUT OUR RECORDS DO NOT CONNECT 
HIM WITH KIM CHOL-HYUN RING. WE EXPECT TO HAVE 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON YI CHOL'S CASE AND HIS CONNECTION 
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WITH VARIOUS OTHER SPY RING CASES BY EARLY NEXT WEEK. 
BY THAT TIME WE MAY ALSO HAVE MORE INFORMATION ON 
POSSIBILITY OF COMMUTATION OF HIS SENTENCE. 

SNEIDER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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